Finally, my I would say that to bring capital punishment back would seem to be an odd course, for this reason. In all Western Christian democracies, capital punishment is virtually at an end. As your Lordships know, it has been abolished formally in most of the democracies of Western Europe. It has not been formally abolished in Belgium, but there has been no execution for murder since 1863; and it has not formally been abolished in Luxembourg, but there has been no execution for murder since 1822. What, however, is equally significant is the extent to which it is carried out in practice in the very few Western Christian countries where it still exists.

The only countries in Western Europe which still practise it are Spain, France, Eire and Northern Ireland. I have tried through the Foreign Office, but found it impossible, to obtain from the Spanish Government figures of recent executions. In the last 10 years the annual number of executions in Northern Ireland has been: 0, 0, 2, 0, 0, 0, 0, 0, 0, 0. In the last 10 years there have been no executions in Eire. In the last 10 years in France, where the number of murders a year is now substantially higher than it is here, the annual number of executions during the last 10 years has been 4, 3, 2, 1, 1, 0, 0, 4, 1, 1. It is I think well known that President Pompidou is a strong abolitionist. He has so far reprieved all the cases, and it may be that we have seen the last execution in France.

Canada has recently abolished capital punishment except for the murder of prison officers and policemen. Since then, there has been the murder of a policeman, but the murderer was reprieved because of his state of mind. Their total number of executions in each of the last 10 years has been: 3, 3, 3, 2, 1, 2, 0, 0, 0, 0. Last year in the United States ‑ I doubted this figure, but I have had it checked from Washington, and they say it is what their computer says ‑ the number of murders was 13,650. When one remembers that their population is four times ours, this makes our little 170 look rather silly. The number of executions for murder in the whole of the United States in each of the last 10 years has been: 41, 54, 33, 41, 18, 9, 7, 1, 2, and last year, for the first time in the history of the United States, none. My Lords, when practically the whole of the Western Christian world has either formally abolished capital punishment of virtually given it up in practice, would it not be an extraordinary time for us to start using the noose again?

I cannot understand why it has been said that the Government are acting precipitately. The arguments on capital punishment are no doubt relatively unfamiliar to the public, but they are very well known to all Parliamentarians. I have, naturally, discussed the subject with retentionist friends. Some say, 'We appreciate your wish not to have the Homicide Act back; we do not want the Homicide Act back either. If only you had left it kill March we should have been perfectly happy, because by March we should have got the 1969 figures known to the police.' I have said, Do you really think that anybody in this controversy is going to be affected by one year's worth of uncorrected figures?’ They said, 'Well suppose there had been an enormous jump. All we want to have is the 1969 uncorrected figures.' I am afraid that I have said 'I bet that if you had them you would have thought of something else.' Now they have got the 1969 uncorrected figures.

Of course, some of them want to abolish the Homicide Act and to make all murders capital again, and then have a reprieve board. I think that Mr. Callaghan has been rather hardly treated. He has been very much abused in the Press for saying that he would not be prepared to remain as Home Secretary if he had to exercise the power of life and death That has been said to be arrogant; but, if I understood him rightly, that is also Mr. Hogg's position He wants a reprieve board which, of course, would have to be a board of people who believe in hanging, because they would not get abolitionists to serve on it.
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